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Description: Diplomatic relations, Civil war

Following the orders of the USSR Secretary of Foreign Affairs, comrade [Andrei]
Vyshinskiy, on January 1 [1] visited the Chairman of the People's Central Government of the
People's Republic of China, comrade Mao Zedong.

After an exchange of New Year greetings and other formalities, a friendly and warm
conversation took place, during which comrade Mao Zedong related the following.

During the past few days he received a report from Beijing that the governments of Burma
and India expressed their readiness to recognize the government of the People's Republic of
China. The position of the Chinese government on this matter is as follows: to inform the
governments of Burma and India that if they are sincere in their wishes to mend diplomatic
relations with the People's Republic of China, first they must completely break all ties with
Jiang Jieshi, unconditionally refuse any kind of support and assistance to this regime, making
it into an official declaration. Under the condition that the governments of these countries
accept the aforementioned proposals of the Chinese government, the Indian and Burmese
governments may send their representatives to Beijing for negotiations.

Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out that there is also information, which states that in the very
near future England and other countries of the British Commonwealth will evidently take
steps toward recognizing the People's Republic of China.

Touching upon the military situation in China, comrade Mao Zedong pointed out that as of
now all of the main Guomindang forces on the mainland of China have been crushed. In the
Szechuan and Xinjiang [Sinkiang] provinces approximately 400 thousand Guomindang troops
were taken prisoner and switched to the side of the People's Liberation army. For the
remainder of the Khutszunan cluster, numbering 30-40 thousand persons, all the routes for
retreating to Tibet and to the south have been cut off. They will be destroyed in the very near
future. In Yunnan there are also up to another 30 thousand persons scattered to the south-west
from Kunming in separate groups of Guomindang followers, but their fate has been decided.
Mao Zedong requested to transmit the following information concerning his health condition
and his plans for further stay in Moscow to the leaders of the Soviet government:

"My health condition -- says Mao Zedong, -- has improved after a two-year resting period.
For the last four days | have been sleeping 8 hours a day with no problems, without taking
special sleeping medication. | feel much more energetic, but when going for a walk, | cannot
remain out in the fresh air for more than a quarter of an hour - | get dizzy. With regard to this,
| intend to rest one more week in total peace and completely restore a normal sleeping
pattern."

Further he pointed out that following the week-long rest period he would like to visit
comrades Shvernik, Molotov, Voroshilov, Beria, Malenkov, Vasilevskiy, and Vyshinskiy.
These visits will have to take the nature of ordinary conversations. He will not talk about any
specific topics nor discuss any business matters. There must be one visit per day, they must
not be very lengthy, and he thinks that the best time for them would be after 5-6 pm.



During the same time period he would like to meet with I1.V. Stalin to discuss business
matters.

After completing the discussion concerning business matters, during the remainder of the stay
he intends to place a wreath at Lenin's mausoleum, see the subway system, visit a few
collective farms, attend theatres, and with that finish his stay in Moscow.

Comrade Mao Zedong emphasized that he refrains from visiting factories, meetings with large
audiences, and giving public speeches, because it is tiring to his health and may, once again,
disturb his sleeping pattern and provoke a relapse of spells of dizziness. Previously he
intended to visit different places in the Soviet Union, but presently, due to his health
condition, he refrains from traveling around the Soviet Union, because there is a long trip
home ahead of him.

Upon leaving Beijing he intended to stay in the USSR for three months, however, presently
the circumstances of [his] work in China are forcing him to reduce the length of his stay to
two months. Keeping in mind the eleven-day [train] travel to Beijing, he intends to leave
Moscow at the end of January, counting on being in Beijing on February 6.

After listening to all of comrade Mao Zedong's announcements, | stated that I will report all
of his wishes to the government the very next day.

Further I asked comrade Mao Zedong if he is aware of the proposal made by the Soviet
government in November [1949], to hand over a few hundred Japanese army officers to the
Chinese government, in order to bring them to justice for crimes and atrocities which they
committed while stationed in China.

Comrade Mao Zedong stated that he was aware of this even prior to his departure from
Beijing, but because they were busy with preparations for the trip to Moscow, the Chinese
government was not able to look into this matter seriously. His point of view on this matter is
as follows: as a matter of principle, the Chinese government will take these criminals and will
put them on trial for all their deeds. However, taking into consideration that presently the
attention of the Chinese people is concentrated on the events surrounding the elimination of
the final remnants of the Guomindang and that the Chinese court system has not yet been
ironed out, the Chinese government cannot begin the trial process without preparing the
population for it, because it will not have a proper political effect. Besides, the Chinese
government must at the same time prepare the trials against the Guomindang military
criminals.

Taking into consideration all of this -- says Mao Zedong, -- | suppose that we will be able to
take the military criminals from Soviet territory after six months. I ask the Soviet government
to keep these criminals for the first six months of 1950 on its territory and, if possible, to
collect more information on them for the trial. In the beginning of the second half of the year
we will take them and will put them on trial.

On this the business discussion was concluded. Following the discussion comrade Mao
Zedong invited me to the table to have dinner together with him. I accepted the invitation.
The conversation was translated by Shi Zhe (Karskiy).

After parting with comrade Mao Zedong, | remained to wait for the car with Karskiy. The
latter informed me that comrade Mao Zedong has been feeling much better for three days
already. He sleeps fine, without taking medication, jokes, is cheerful and talkative with
everyone, but, the same as before, cannot be out in the fresh air for long. He still gets spells of
dizziness. Comrade Mao Zedong firmly decided to rest another week and not travel anywhere.
On January 2 a conference of doctors will take place.
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