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[...]

Central Committee [of the Chinese Communist Party]:

(1) According to [Wang] Jiaxiang, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Germany all want to do
business with us. If this is true, we are going to have trade relations with three more countries
besides the Soviet Union. In addition, we have done business or are going to do business with
Britain, Japan, the United States, India, and other countries. Therefore, in preparing the trade
agreement with the Soviet Union, you should have a comprehensive perspective. While we should
naturally give top priority to the Soviet Union, we should at the same time prepare to do business
with Poland, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Britain, Japan, the United States, and other countries, and
you need to have a general evaluation of its scope and volume.

(2) The telegram of the 21st has been received. We have arranged with Stalin to have a
discussion on the 23rd or 24th. After that discussion, we will be able to determine the guideline,
which we will inform you by telegraph.

Mao Zedong

3:00 a.m., 22 December [1949]
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