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The Chinese delegation declares that the Communist Party of China will submit to the decisions of 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. To us, this seems odd. The party of one state submitting to 

a party from another state. It has never happened and is impermissible. It is true both the parties 

must be accountable before their respective peoples, must confer with each other on certain 

questions, help each other, and in difficulty unite both the parties. So today’s meeting of the 

Politbureau with your participation serves as one of the forms of association between our parties. 

And it must be so. 

We are very grateful for such an honour, but some ideas are not acceptable and we want to point 

them out. It is like an advice from a friend. It is so not only in words but in deed too. We may give you 

advice, but cannot give orders as we are insufficiently informed about the situation in China, cannot 

even compare ourselves with you in the knowledge of all the nuances of the situation, but above all 

we cannot give orders because the affairs of China must be fully resolved by you. We cannot resolve 

them for you. 

You have to understand the importance of your position and that the mission that you have taken 

upon yourself has an historical significance unsurpassed before in history. And this is not meant to be 

just a compliment. This just goes to show how great is your responsibility and the historical 

significance of your mission. 

Exchange of views between our two parties is essential, but our view should never be interpreted as 

an order. The communist parties of other countries may reject our suggestions. We too may not 

accept the suggestions of the communist parties of other countries. 

I.V. Kovalev 


