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One batch of bandit chieftains, local tyrants and secret agents has been executed in twenty-one 
counties in western Hunan, and another batch is to be executed by local authorities this year. I think 
measures of this kind are absolutely necessary. For only thus can we deflate the enemy’s arrogance 
and raise the people’s morale. If we are weak and irresolute, if we are tolerant and indulgent, it will 
bring harm to the people and alienate us from the masses. 

To strike surely means to pay attention to tactics. To strike accurately means to avoid wrong 
executions. To strike relentlessly means resolutely to kill all such reactionary elements as deserve the 
death penalty (of course, those who don’t will not be executed). So long as we avoid wrong 
executions, we don’t have to worry even if the bourgeoisie raises an outcry. 


